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BILL MARTIN 
93 lllLl.'lIDE: LC!IJX)N, N.V,10 

CAS'd VI'lll ORDm 

2 Nelson Lees, Ca:,plete series 
158-166, Captain Burton's Q;uest, 
1918 30/-
8 Neloon Lees, Cocplotc seri es 
213 - 220. School md Detocti ve , 
1919 n/6 
20 Robin Hood; ildine, 1s t 
oditions, !landsomo covers . 1902 
vintage botwaen 3-00 Pric e 50/-
-
30 Years a Boxil>8 Reforeo by 
Eugmc Corri. The Foreoronl by Lord 
tonsdal e , 25/-

Ill ustra ted edition of ArabiBn 
Ni ghts . Subscribe rs odition . 

Offers pl ease, 

VORLD FAIIOOS Fat OLD BOYS 
BOOKS 

Phone El.Gar 3230 
Cabl es SUP:Jll! IJSED, LQ}!DON 

POSrAGE EXTRI. 

12 Magnets canplete run , 1510 -
1521. Billy Bun t cr I s House ll 
1937, 32/6 

7 Magnets cocpl ete run. 1526 -
1532, Bunter • s Coronnti on Party 
1937. 2o/-

The Donce of Death . Illustrated 
and Lotterp r ess editi on by 
Hol bi>in , 4o/-

The Adventures of Sherl ock Holnes, 
by .\, Conan Doyle. 

40/-
l!ewnes 1902 

Th.is oonth ' s Bumper Bundle contain 
Nick Carter, Dick Turpin, Robin 
Hood, DiallOnd Library, Char.,pi on 

Tho foll owing Hogart h House -- Library , Aldire Detect i ve tales , 

Publica tions - Brigand s of t he 
Mcdern Boys, Maipets , Gms, Nugge 

Sea, Blue Dwarf 1 and 2, ;,drift 
Library, Boy' s Rcaln. Total 78 

on the Spanish Main, Troublesone 
copi es . £5 10 0 

Twins, Black Eyed Susan, On th e Brett s l!nrkawey Volun es Torn Fl oro-

tt 

Quoen'.s Servic e , Pirates Is le , mall in search of Dad, Joo Starl · u,g , 
Chnrity Joe, Robin Hood and others The Scc.pegoat of t ho School, Gil es 
too nlll!lorous to ,,., ntion . Handooca Evergreen , Oxford and Cm:bridge 
coloured covers, 6/-each. Blue Ei8hts, nunerous llarkawey 
Dwarf are 10/ - each . a,henturcs. Poer Ray etc., all 

Mysteri es of London by G, 11, 6/- Cech, 

Reynol ds 1 o/- Broad ilrrow Jaok, Bound V;,lur:,e 15/-
-

J ack Easy's School deys, bound Martha am I , by R • .ilndom, 
4o/-voluce 15/- illustrated by 1 .. c. Gould 

.Autob iograpey by Eric Gill 10/ - ~=Ri~Aut obiograpey of 
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* * * * * 

Jrorn the [di tor's C?hoir 
THE 150th NUMBER: llell , all went off splendidly with thi~ epic 
number. There was only one snag . Vhm a copy was weighed it was 
f ound it was about a dr am over 2 ounces which meant 4d postag e in
stead of the U31al 2d. The P .0 . cle rk suid it -..as such o near thing 
that it mil!ht be chanced at 2d, out it eight mean surohar gos here and 
there . I didn't want that to happen , so I stuck on the envel opes 4d 
ones , expressing rrry opinion of Mr. :.lar,iles, os I pat~ eaoh one . 

However, I forgot all about that !IS letters of pruise flowed i..'1. 
It we.s t he general opinion t hat the ru:,ateur authors had done very well 
ind eed. \lo shall have to puliish more efforts (IS space pennits . 

My thanks too , to those non....:l ub :uembers lfhO have helpod tou nrds 
the extra cost . 

* * * * * 
Sl1EET :,;:momm: On Sept<mber 12th , 1948, at Eric Fllj'?le1s Sur bi ton 
hor:,e I attended my first iooeting of the Lem.on Old Boy' s Book Cl ub. 
There I mode the acquaintances of several of the pion eer s of that now 
faaous Club. I have :iot forgotten, an! never shall , the t hrill s of 
that Sumay ,,ft emoon . 

On the 14th of last month I wes there again. The mjori ty of 
thos e pioneers .. ere th er e , together witil =Y mor e who have joined us 
in tjie years between , oome of thee, now l eadi.,ig lights in our circle . 

:Sm will be te ll ing you of the events of that afternoon . J.ll I 
will aey is that I wao very, verJ happy to be th ere . 

Space will not penni t t-0 tell of all that happmed dux:ing my 



short, hectic week-aid., tn;.t I sho-J11 like t o mention the please.nt ~ 
prise Len Packi:ian had laid on when I arrived at hi s home f or lunch on 
the Surx!',y. There nvai ting oo was Heydn · SalJ:?On of Ipswich, vith whom 
I hod corr esponded for years , 

And, as a grand final e , a fou hours before my homeward j ourn ey , 
I ce t D. H. fio.ckenzie (now 'Mao' to ro) , a Sexton Blake fan and one of 
my o...-i genera ti on . Over a meal we tal ked for two solid hour s , 

On my journey dC\m I cc.me across O!lo of my brothers a."ld his \lif e . 
They were se tting off for Ror.ie fo r a fortnight . I di dn 't e.wy them a 
bit . I shllll ever be conten t to ~ my j ourn ey ' s end that pl ace cf a 
t housar>l. happy memories - dear old London Town. 

* * * * * 
COIIGRATUI.ATIONS AGAIN TO THE SYWEY CUJB: Thanks to Syd Smyth :ind 
Erni e Carto r, I have rec ei ved copi es of the Sydney "People " ccnt ain i.'lg 
a superb article . In my opini on, it' s the bes t s ince t he f acious one in 
the "Leador" some years 080· I t runs to four Jl880S about t he s:ir.:a size 
as the old "Picture Post". 

I t ms a l ar ce hoadli.'le "The !l!lnortal Fat Boy" and needless to 
scy , the !!omil ten pape rs get a good show. But many mor e of our old 
f evcurites aro mentioned and t here are numerous r<>productions of covers 
ll!ld front p,..:es , 

There arc a fev of the inevit able oITOrs; it s tates for instnnc e 
that Bunter did not appear in the early Msgnet s . .; 

The hi,,hli ght of the articl e i s a del:!8htful eroup photogr aph of 
our Sydney chmls. 'iith the vnl uabl e hel p of live-vire, John Dcvi es 
of Vancouver, I hope to reproduce thi s photo in the Annual , 

Het ' 3 off tc the Sydney Club! 

* * * * * 
'!HE ANNUAL: July '1l:ain and t he til!le fo r th e Annual forms . I should 
like to make tty usual pl ea - ploose fill in md r eturn as soon as 
possib l e. It i:cl<es it so much easier for me. 

I am hllppy tc scy that since tho last one tho C.D. hss gained 
core new subscribers then in any me year before. I nm confi dent th at 
they will bo wanting an Annual; in fact , I know Borre have bought back 
numbers. But t o th ose who haven't yot seen one I should liko to give 
th"" oooe idea as t o what th e Annual i s lik e . It runs tc about 140 
pages , of th e size of the Questi oMaire fom , Olli! t here's somothir.g 
like 100 ,000 words, An i.>lvnlueble f eature for new- ccc ors is th e 
"Coll ectors • liho 1s llho" lihich gives full detcils of o,:r meir.bers1 in -
tere sts=.,''--~~~~~~ ~~ 
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There sill bo l engthy lll"ticles on ,,11 !13;,octs of our hobby, I 

cm ascuro all new chUl:lS that i t Clilkes ideal r eading for th e Chri stl!lns 

fire sido , 
Uov, eh ro , thot pnr . I wish I hodn't to write. But two months 

ago , I said there was still a consider able S\El owing on last year ' s 

Annulll. , It bought oome response , but not as nuch es I hlld hopod. 

llht!t a pity l hevo to or,y it , but , t her e it is , Coco on, thos e of you 

who have a guil ty feeling , slip e P.O. or a cheque into an mvclopc . 

Yours sincorllly , 

*'*********«illNUIIIIIIINlf iUIUllllUI IU( UNWUMUIIIIUHlll':t+lt+lliO!llll•IIIII 

1:/A:icED: S. O.L. No, 66 "The :·!y:Jtery of East':C>O<I House" Price i.3 0 0 

Or Gems nos , 1504, 1505 "The Mystery of the Pai?lted Roorn. l2 Mch copy, 

All conies aust be L'l good conditi on. Aloo ' Gen' Nobody' s Study' £2.. 

B. ADJ.:·., 28 DERlf:NT S'ffiEET"," HEr./C.t.STLE UPON TY!lE, 5, 

~: film 313, 314, 315, 316, 319 , 320, 321, 322, 356, 358, 359, 

376, 385, 366, 3ff7, 392, 457, 459, 493, 773, 775, ffT7, 879, 601, 935, 

946, 948, 950, 951, 952, 953, 954, 956, 964, 968, 970, 971, 974, 975, 

976, 977, 979, 980, 984, 986, gag, 990, 992, 993, 995, 998, 1116 , 1126, 

1129, 1133, 
NAGtlETS 45, 52, 134, 136, 138, 141, 195, 205, 237, 238 , 2771 316, 319, 

325, 344, 345, 346, 347, 353, 357, 358, 386, 388, 369, 400, 411, 417, 

469, 717, 719, 752, 773, a::>6, 009, 611, 634, 642, 649, 650, 656, 658, 
862, 863, 864, 665, 666, 666, 900, 921, 924, 925, 935, 936, 940, 942, 

943, 944, 9",6, 946, 949, 950, 951, 954, 955, 958, 965, 967, 986, 996, 

POPULARS 370, 385, 390, 395, 396, 396, 418, 428, 452, 455, 461, 466, 

474, 475. 
~ for sale of exchange - Offer s invi t ed for about 48 cagnificen t 

mint copies of Nelson Lee S. 0.L' s . (packed in aeries) 

ERIC FAl'.liE, "Excelsi or House•, Grove Road, SURilITON, SURR,."Y. 

(llot.e: i t is recre tt ed that , 1n error , i t was not l!lllde ol ear last 

tlonth tha t the number s i;iven 1n Eric Payne' s advert were 11antad ones 

end not copi es for Sale of Excha.'lge, Viy apol ogi.ea to nll ,mo were 

inc onvenie.~ced, li .L.} 

Tllliflllfil..QQ.LLECTIO:l: For sale/e xchange: Many choice i t ems i.'lclud:l.ng 

Double Xmas NUI!lbers (U. Jack otc , ); B.F.L. (3d); S, Blake (1st); 

Bound l!sgnet s (pink); Annuals; Greyfriers s . 0.L' s , et c, etc . 
l!onuscr ipt s by well - lmown Bl ake Author, Prel'JJ. J;l;<.l)IRIE:S Cl<LY, S,A.~. 
23 MOUNTJOY, BRIDPOR1', DORSRI'. 
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/!3 fut la_ i (;t n (;t 
Condooted by JOS!l'lili'IE PACKt".AN 

27 1 Archdale Road1 East Dulwich , London , S .E.22. 

The Union Jack articl e on Dr. Huxton R,,,:,er r eprinted in last 
month' s Bl akiana has brought oe a nUlllber of l ette r s of appreciation . 
have th eref ore decided t o do tile Sl!Oe again this month; the character 
sel ected being that of an equally popular old favourite - Gecrge 
Marsden Pl Ulllller. 

I am sure you will all agree that Walter Vebb ' s Cll!TURY-MJ(ERS · 
becomes increasingl,y interesting and informative . My only regr et is 
tha t I have to keep you ,;aiting a whole month for each instal.J oent. How
ever , they do say that • a11 good things are worth waiting forl" 

J OSIE Pl,CKM.'111 

• * * * * 
C?l:TURY-Ml.KERS 

(i.nd a f ew othe:- i!itcrcsting statistics) 
BY lll.LTER IIEBB 

rU.IliLY ST/.TISTICAL 

1lbo was the f ir st sutbor to m te 100 Sexton Blake stories? At 
the beginning of 1909 W. Murray Graydon was a red -hot fav ourite , with 
bis ooll eagues trailing hopefully ~ not qui t e hopelessly , behind. At 
this point perhaps a little bit of stock - taking wuld not come amiss ; · 
at least, it ""uld have too re sult of clarifying the position a little , 
si.'lCe, maybe, it has become rooowhat obscur e . So far , t hen , 263 Sexton 
illake sto rie s have been ;,ublished , as far as is known, these having been 
realised t hrough a variety of publications , such as the UNION JAC"l, 
!iARYEL, BOY'S FRIHID, JESTER, ClllPS, FUNNY WONDER, BOY' S HERALD and the 
BOY' S FRli1ID 3d LIBR.IRY. Of tile se stories , the known authorship nw:,bers 
230; the occasions where en elemnt of doubt exists total 8; the r<>
naining stories - 25 - are t hose in which th e author ' s identity is 
eithe r not kno,n , or el se , through inavailability , the stor; could not 
be s tudied fo r purp oses of origin . 

Op till now 25 authors have taken tile field , out of which nunber 
nine have dropped out , leaving 16 stil l in the running , though , fa !1181ly 
cases , with no hope al achieving anythir.g spectacular . With 53 sto ri es 
Hurray Graydon hes a cOJlfortable l ead, for his closest challenger , Marl<: 
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Darran , is vel l behind with a total of 31 to bis credi t , Shav Rne (23) , 
Horbort Maxwell ( 22) , a.'ld Beverl ey Kent (20) lie third , fo urlh ond 
fifth re specti vely, with Ceci l Hayter (11) and Arthur S, llaxey (7), 
bringing up th e rear . It will be seen , t herefo re, t hat of th e 263 
stories publi shed up to that tine , Gr eydon wrote a fracti on over cne
fifttl of then , 

Greydon kept up the t eOipo in 1909, further incre asing bis leed 
1'i th a yearly outpu t of 14 s tories , ><hi ch included a short serial in 
th e Boy' s Herald , running t o seven ins talments, and entitled "The 
1Ticbt-of - Leave1 llan", and a dcubl e-l engtil Chri stnas Story - "Sexton 
Bl ake ' s Chriatr.ias Case ," With Narl< Darr an only monaging a ll>Oagl'O three 
sto ri es , Grsydon lh us incre e.aed his lead to a majori ty of 33 . Boverlcy 
Kent , l!ith six novel s , ovcrhauloc! both Ma,.·;;oll and Rile, end , 1<ith a 
total vf 26, cruised smoothly int o third place, 11nxwoll , for sor.:e in
explic abl e r eason , did not contri bute at all during that year , wbi<>h 
was in sharp contract 1o Michael Stom , who fi.rl!ll.y established hil!lself 
by coning along wi lh 11 :OlBm sto ri es of a vory high ord er . Tho nov 
recrui t of Ravenscar and Abbot scr ll8 fame had abili t,J far ebovc the 
ordinary , y,,t tti o posaib ili ti es 1<hich were most assuredly thore were 
dostin od never to reach comp l o te fulfilll:ent , for the caree r of t his 
col ourful wri tor was t o bo abruptly terminated by an untimely oall 
f roi:t beyond, But , happil y, that colour was not to be entirely deprived 
fro., t he Sexton Blake r eader, for, even t hen, coming ovents were 
c<>.sting th eir shad ows before the m, end very soon , one particular shad
ow - t bnt bel onging t o a most substanti al. Canadian of some t hirty-odd 
s=ers - vas de stined to cross tlla waves of -the r.rl.ghty Atlantic. And 
by sone stran ge w)µm , ,:,eybe of fat e , per l>..eps cf fortune , i t was to 
tr=pire that th e widow of lh e dcpl!l'ted 1:ichael Stom was to ;:u,ot th e 
r.-:.an, who, porha;Js die to that oeeting , st opped so i.r::pressi vely il1t.o 
t he shoes wc at od by her husband. What tran spired duri.,g that Atlantic 
cro ssing , whether l·lr s . Storu 1 s i11fluenc o h!d any boari :,g on tho cor:ing 
wri tor • s decision to t ake up a oareo l' of th e writing of Sexton Blake 
stories , is a ques t ion that can never be sati sfa ct orily onswered. 

1909 was eas ily Sto rm' s host year , for not onl,y (!jli he contri
bute t o mtll -writtm Bl ake ' s fo r th e li .J . but foum tiro al oo to sub, 
!Ji t a :rather ,iore than double -l ength Plur_ or novel "Too Mervyn Myatory" 
t o th e Boy' s Frimd 3d Library , 1'hich !Jo ·,roto spooi'\lly - so i t was 
s.:iid odi.toriolly - fo r tha t publ ication , 

Another point of inter es t i s th at .li.r tJ:u:r S. Hardy, with nine 
s tori os, had by far hi s beat year as a wri tor of Scxt m Bloka sto ne s , 
£~~th oroofte r , bis appearamos were to bo of a very sporodio nature, 



There was no evi dence of e.id?ew writ er making his debut that 
year, which, apar t from the good work of Stenn end Kent , was a 
desultory one ; end 1910 followed a si.tllar pattern. This was the 
yc11r "arlaad by th o passing of Stom, lihich , in view of his industri ous
ness of the proceding yoar , "'151' have cause a not inconsiderable j cl t 
in t he editoricl s,,nctuo, But, a\1.'lough Stom had died, the U.J, 
edito r of that time had no int ention t.liat the popular character be 
has created should di e with him, PlU!Eer liv oo. on, end well before tho 
year ended his notorious expl oits were being chronic led by a now hlwld. 

But 1910 must surely go"down in the rec ords as t he poorest year, 
by literary standards , of ell , though i t . seemed that Blake ' s popularity 
wss proof against e•,en the mediocre and - in one or two cases - the 
drivel which .-as served up for hllmm consumption during those fifty 
two weeks which occpris"'1 his worst year ! 

And Greydon, striding 1x>wards his ultima te goal of 100 Blake 
stories , continued to outstrip all opposition until it becane obvious 
t!lat only a mirecle could prevent him from attaining that objective , 
The md of the year saw the leading positions a:, fo ll ows: Graydon 
8} st ories; D=an 44, which included a double-l ength novel for the 
Boy' s Fri end 3d Librery; Kent 30; )iru,.-,,eJ.l 25; Hardy 20 . 

Out of the first half-dozen issues which opened the 1911 p1'0-

grm,me, folll' were submitted by Graydm, who, byth e end of April, had a 
total of 90 stories credited t o him, and by pressing ho"' his advantage 
reached the em of the year jus t ons s.oort of .his century. Two 
debutantes entered the competiti on th at year, ooe a very well - lmow 
author where boys ' stories wer o concerne d; so we welcome now (26) 
T.C. BRIDGES, ,mo wrote "Ten Ye11rs Pennl. Servitude !" fo r issue 
number 155 of the Boy' s Frimd 3d Librery, It was, as usual , pub
lished a'lonymously, but the infomation of authorshin has cooe from 
tl>.e records at Fleotwey House , leaving no question of doubt. i'osi tions 
at the close of th e ye11r 1911: Greydon 99; Darran 51; Kent 33; 
Maxvell 28; llerdy 22; Hayter 15 . 

The other newcomer was (27) AND!IDI HtlllRAY, ;,-ho made quite a 
brisk start , and must have becom extrenely popular by reason of cis 
good wolic throughout t he year , for he was comissioned to writ e the 
Christtias Doubl e Number for 1911, the resul t being that very good 
novel "The Wandering Heir ,• In all, Murrey wrote se ven stories in 
tha t - his first - year , 

By the end of that Ccrcnati on year , >tlich , regrettably saw t he 
passing of Arthur Clance , tha popular !fi.!G!IEI' arti.-t, who also illust
rated a few Blake stories in the U.J ., there were signs of activity 
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in the ed.i torial. deparlcent - a big move in the fonn of a rec:rui ~ 
canpai~ , to bring under the Blake b.:mner neu authors who would infuse 
some fr eshness anl orig1nal i ty into sto rie s which had beoome stereo
typed md tminspired , It was a move .ilich was to result in the in
troduction of a teen-age young man, destined to become one of the most 
popular boys ' authors of all t ime; and anothe r al.so remarkabzy young, 
who was to become more successful edi torial.zy tr.an in th e actual pen
i,anship of Bl!ke yam s . Then, t.'1ere w,is o much older autho r, who was 
to introduc e one of th e most affectionately recembered faninine 
characters ever t o hold a place in tm Blake saga . 

The prodigies of Blak e auth orship wor e beginning to arriva l 

* * * * * 
Sl'El:IAL NCYI'ICE 

It is with I'1UCh sadnes s and regret that I have just heard of 
th e dea th of Gilbert Chester . Bill Lofts , t o who,,; I am indebted fo r 
the infomat io n , has been seeking news of thi s fine writor for years . 
He has now definite confimation as t o Gilbart Chester • s demis e . full 
deta ils will be published m Blokiana as soon as they are availab l e . 

Gil bert Chester will al.ways be remembered fo r his cherac t., r 
crea t ions GILBERT and EILElli HALE. He al.s o took over th e characters 
PROPIBSOR KEW AND COUNT IVOR CARLlt.C, origiaa.).l,y cro eted by Andrew 
Murrey. 

* * * * * 
G IDRGE MA.'lSDEJ:1 PLUi-i!lER 

(Reprinted fro m Union Jack No, 989 dated 23,9 11922) 

In George Marsden Plummer, Sexton Blake i s pitted against a 
man with a fertile and deductive brain fill.ling only very little s;10rt 
of his osn, so that when the two ir.eet , one on the side of the law, the 
othe r agau,st it , a stren uous and rel entl ess ba ttle of wits follows as 
a natural consequence . 

But for an accident of birth , which placed two frail li ves 
between, Pl=ar would have inh erited an Earld om of Sevenoaks and i t s 
rent-roll of sixty th ousand a year. Undoubtedzy , a criminal "kink" 
exists in hi s br ain , B1ld m his earlies t youth Plummer began t o 
resent cissing this inheritance, and felt that , for one with blue 
bl ood in his voins , to be compelled t o worl< for a living was all wrong. 

lllien quite a young ma~, Pluaner joined the London Police Force . 
Such oonderf\ll detec tive ability did he show that , within a 

few short years , he had worked his wey up to the position of deteo t i ve 



sergeant at Scotland Yard, and was l ooked upon as one of its most 
promising young detectives . 

But then , mvious of the rich persons with whom his vork some
tiltes brought him in contact , Plummer no l onger fought against t he 
criminal impulses that were his . 

He went crooked . 
Knowledge gained in his detective woll< frequently gave him a hold 

over rich perrons , IJ'ld he con,nenced a system of blackmail wich C!llBed 
his name to beco!!l<l one of terror in a dozen honoured families ; whilst 
instead of arresting criminals to whom he traced various misdeeds, 
Plummer forced them to hand him a half - share, or even more, of thei r 
hauls . 

l!is inside inf omation as to the wcrki i,gs of the Force enabled 
hie for n very l ong period to outwit t he official 1)0lice , to amass 
ill-gotten wealth , and indulge in t he extravagances he loved. 

But at l ast Sexton Blake f erreted out the truth as to the double 
lif e he was l eading , a.'ld, exposing him, sent him to a tenn of penal 
servitude at Bleakmoor Prison . 

From t here , George Harsden Plumer escaped, showing the ski ll 
and resource of a modern Jack Sheppard, and recoroenced his criminal 
career. 

Ai::ling at higher gac,e than befor e, and vorking with an ex
fin ancie r, one John Man,h , he plen.'1ed huge swindles , which would have 
st art led th e whole civilised world had not Sexton Blake , in nearly 
every case , contri ved to step in arrl nip his schemee in t he bud. 

Pl =er 1 s greatest asset in his nefarious expl oi t s has al ways 
been his power of disguise and impersonation . 

As a characte r acto r he voul.d tmdoubtedly have ri sen to the t op 
of t he tr ee. Let ?l=er have an opportunity of studying a man for a 
short while, or of securing a good photo of him, and, provid ed the 
person in quest i on is of a se<>ewhat sinilar height and build to himself , 
i t is in the master ciminal 1s power to ol.Ske up oo t hat he becones his 
living i£lage . 

An instance of ?lummer•s skill in this di r ection can be nentioned 
whoo, ll:lpersonating a certain det ectiv &-inspecto r, he actual ly returned 
to Scotland Yard, and for a week or nore , filled tho man' s posi t ion 
there . 

No one at the Yard hl>i the least suspicision that he was not th e 
official he iJ:lperoonated, 

Sexton Bl ake it was who first discovered tho truth, after having 
an opporfuni ty to l ook into the i.J!postor' s eyes. 
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There exists a peculiarity in tho se t.hBn even Pl w:ier with al.l 

his cleverness in disguise , caMot alt er . Nomally they are stee l 
grey , but when he is angry or exci tee! t hey have a habit of chan8ing to 
a baleful ai;ate,ireen , with the pupils contracting and dilating like 
t.'iose of a.'1 enr86ed cat . 

The case oenti oned, in which Plumer so darini,ly r eturn ed t o the 
Yard , appeared in the tnU<rl JACK under the titl e of the "Kidnapped 
Inspector . " 

It represen t s , however, but one of many inst,iooes where this 
maste:.· mong cr iminals has ecployed his wcnderi\ll &'ld amazing skill 
in " mak&-up" t o help his col ossal crimhal plans . 

1u1111 11 11u1u111 111u 1111111 1 1 111111111111 11111111 1 11111n.u1 11 ••••••••• 

(!late : lie regr et that owing 1'> t he held up of the S. B.L' s due to t ho 
printer s ' strike , there are no reviews this conth . However, here ' s 
so::ie interestir.g ooi::..11ents in their place . H.L.) 

The S.B. L. Mailbag Sect ion 
By V. O. C. Lofts 

Easily the most interesting feature ever to appear in the pr esen t 
~ Serton Blake Library , is t3e iiailb"8 Section . 'J'bis contains very 
intere s ting extracts froc r eoder s ' letters from all parts of th o world 
wilich had been received by its editor , flr. ll. Howard Baker , 

This hl8hly successful feature, I s.oould say , wa.s started ms.i:lly 
because of the cen;· requests by reader s f or such a l otter section , 
cany of tt. em no doubt , reme:tbering t he "Consul ting Room Chat" and 
"Round Table" - r eaders ' l ett ers sections published in the old $, 2 ,L. 
md Union Jack (Lat er Detectiv e Veekl y) in th o mid-1 930s, 

Sinc e the 1'.ailbag first appeared in S.B. L' s 419 end 420 dated 
Dececiber, 1958, l et ters , I Blll t ol d , have increased at l east ten-f old 
to the oditor , and some of them which have been reproduced in tho S .B. L, 
have been very inte r esting indeed . For instance , i t i s being rev ealed 
shortly that a C:uiadian Blake ent!!us i83 t is no leas tha.~ 98 yeers old! 
Going to the other e:.ctreite, I rece ntly wrote to another reader to 
answer a query he raised in Mailbag , a.'ld in hi s roply confessed to be 
only 11? 

Another Mailbag l ett er llhich certainly s tirred up a lot of in
terest , i,as written by that great Nelson Lee enthusi83t in our circle , 
Norum Prsenell , Norman raised the query as to whether Loe would be 
featured in certain Blake stories in the future , and by t he l ette rs 
r eceived and published on th e subject which resulted in a draw I should 
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think , at least it proved that !lelson Lee vaa remembered very vell by 
older readers . 

Even l etters fl.'om well Jmoyuthors have been reoroduced in 
"Mail bag", John Creasey had a lette\l published about a mythical. 
interesting article written by yet mothe r member of our circle Eric 
Copemm of Australia , ldlilst Jack Trevor Story the 1110st popular of 
the presa>t ds.v ,:ri ters in the Blake field, hed a lette r in last 
I.1Qoth1 s issue. 

An old newspaper writer wrote to the effect that he first CBl!le 
to Fleet Street in 1695, and !mew all the old auth ors and editors of 
that tine - another reeder fron tr.e :forth raised queries on old U ,J. 
yarns publishad in 1909 and who wrote the::, - whilst a Blake Bust en
thusias t r elated how he discovered it again, when believed los t, 
whil st digging it up 1n his garden , looking like an old roman relic. 

In too words of llllny reeders "The S,B.L. Mailbag Section " is 
wonh i t s money al one, and I cannot B&TOO oore. After the first two 
issue s each S.B.L. contained a differmt selection of readers l ett ers 
in Mailbag - so when the print ers str:ilm is over, and too S.B.L. 1s 
reappear once c,or e , I con read with great interest the latest batch 
of lett ers to be inserted in one of th e greatest features in the 
S.B.L. l!AILBAG, 
u1n1111111u1111u1111111•1 111111111;411111111u1u111,:11 11 •••••***•llt1IIIIUIWIIIII 

VA!ITED: Sexton Blake Libraries - 1st series. 11, 17, 37, 41, 105, 
109; 111, 197, 198, 201, 202. 2nd series - 102, 111, 213, 236, 243, 
272, 293, 296, 306, 422, 474, 495, 520, 667. :Boys Friend Lforari es 
3d - 1st series 10, 68, 102, 105, 107, 165, 229, 246, 669. 2nd series 
392, 396, Union Jacks - 881, 1041, 1064, 1098, 1179, 1100 
MRS, J. PAOO!k~, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DUL'IICH, LONIX)N1 S.E. 22. 

Your price psid for the following Magnets: 28 t o 57, 517, 520, 533, 
648, 740, 743, 745, 474, 749, 753, 756 to 763, 766 t o 768, 771, m, 
800, 882, 884, 920, 921, 933, 952, 953, 954, 1037, 1191. !·:ost 
generous exchanges considered for humreds of duplicates tha t I have 
of all periods. Also Vented Aldine l!obin Hood Libraries (2a. series ) 
llos. 12, 30, 77, 81, 82, . 
W,0 ,G, LOFl'S, 56 S:-IIBINGIIAM HOUSE, LISSJN STREET, LO!llX)N, N.w.1. 

~ Chatterbox Annuals - 1913, 1914. 7/6 each. Post Free . 
G. ALLISC!l, 3 BillGLEY ROAD, IID!STCtl, Ill(LEY, YORY.SHIRE. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
Coon,iled by HOOrnT LECKmBY 

THE GREYFRIARS CUP COOTESJ' 
THE ROOKYOOD CAROL SillGffiS 

By l/ , H. Broste r (>iidland) 
continued from last month, 

CIIAPJ'IB 3 
Meanwhile the car had reached tne Manor, and after the commotion, 

Bartle , Peele and Gower sat in th e car , Peele had a th ou,:lltful 
expression on hi s cr afty face . "I say , Bartle , thi s might be a good 
thing for us." Bartle still looked frightened and glared at Peel e . 
"I don' t see it. lfnat ' s old Nainwaring going tc say and do when he 
finds out we !tight have been respo:isible, I suppose we vere really ," 
•s teady on, old fellow ," There was a kno,1ng l ook in Peel e ' s eyes , 
"I handl ed that kid ..nm we were canrJ>g her t o the car and up to 
the house. Lcok I "" positively soaked ." "What about it?" growled 
Bartle , "That little kid was unconscious and didn ' t see who saved 
her . I 1m w£<t and whose to de.'ly it wasntt me?'' "You - ...-hy you were 
al.most as s ,;s:::d as C:1/.;:?te:rt .11 "P.arcl!y. " Go·,;l:!r r,~o·.i!.cd at Peele . 
"Alrig ht , G::.-..1?:.~, r,vt}u.::.g: into::11.C.ed. But l ooJC her~ Bro:'lJ.e ,. this could 
turn out to your rul.vanta.;e .... yo1'f;/ ol d n.an • s , I mean. If old 
;.;ainwaring thought O!le of us had saved the kid , wouldn't i t be jus t the 
time t o push hil!l int o l etting your dad have the old house?" "By gad, 
you've got something there , but it ' s da.s!,ed rotten way of do~ t hings 
really ." Bartle was not such a rotter as Peel e apparently , "Rats ! 
It ' s easy wor!<ed properly . Those cads won't S81f anything , th ey won't 
know. And - if I know J!l!J!:IY Sil ver at all , and I hate the cad , one 
thing I am certain about, he won' t come forward ." "No-o-" Bart l e was 
studying han!. "No, and it is eqUlllly certain Nei<combe won1t be 
coming forward tco . They don' t see eye tc eye now, old Newcombe and 
the Squire , " "The Squire? " "Ol d Sir George Mainwaring, of cours e. 
lie is the Squire , isn 't he?" And so the plot was hatch ed and detailB 
nrra.'lged , 

The doctor ' s car had been in the drive some t ime now and he was 
preparing to leave . Re ca:ne down the steps wit h the old man. "How is 
she sir?" asked Bart l e . "Is she alright?" The ol d raan looked shakm 
and worried . "She is sti ll unconscious but Dr. Stule says llhe will 
get over it . Which of you young gentlemen 81!1 I tc thank fo r sa ving 
her ?" They had given him th eir account of how the child had fallen 



over t he parapet of t he bridge. 
1
~e am Gower both l ooked at Peele . 

So did the old Squire. "'lou, you are all wet. You it is I have to 
tlulnk for saving my son' s child . How cw I repay you?" 
CHAPTER 4. 

Jimn\y got over his wetting in tile riv er 11'.ld apart from l osing 
his cap everything was ~t. The usual Christm:is f esti vities vere 
going on at fu ll strength at the "Grange•. Uncl e Ned lle·,combe was one 
of the best . Even Tul>by Muffin was behnving hi!>self . Perhaps the 
proi:imi VJ of t ;;o pairs of hes'!'/ boot o beloni!ing to Lovell and Rab:, 
had sanet hing to do 1li th that . Arthur Edward Lowll was leas noisy 
than usual and generally the Rook><ood quintette had a good ti me, Too 
only thing to rnr the pleasure of Jimy Silver and Co,, was the fact 
they coul d not approach Mainwaring i-:onor to soe hew the little gir l 
wos, The strained r elations between the two old eentlemen prevented 
personal enquiries. '!'rue, there had been news brought by others , 
mainly by 1 'l'oby Jug' , A jolly good sort was the r ecto r ar.d he was a 
groat favourite with tho fi"le from Rook><ood. •.1.ny of you boys good 
at carols? " he 6'Jked them early Christmrui Eve, "Yes , ratho r" exclaimed 
Lovell, "Vhat're you gr i.-lning at ycu silly owls?" So I m , e.!n1 t I? " 
"Certainly , ol d men, certainly" answered Jimn\y, •r don' t think " 
muttered Raby sot tc vocc . Newcombe grinned and nudged Raby' a am . 
Lovell looked daggers at hi s chll!l!s, "I can si ng too• squeaked Muffin. 
"I cocc of a musical fsmily sir ." "In th e barrel organ business • 
chiJ:;od in Lovoll, with the accent of the barr e l part, An'J',TOIJ, w!Jo• do 
yoo. ask , sir? " "Will you jofa the village choir for singi."lg tonight , 
lfo malrn a round of All the bi g housoa ever:1 Christmas Eve. Quito good 
fun nnd collections go fa to t he vi l lage hall funds, 

Arrongmont s were made and so it cru::e e.bout that cvantually t.>to 
lar ge croup of carcl singers come to ;-iain1':iring i4anor. N cwcombo l ooked 
uneasy . "I wish I could dodge it , you fellows .• "Iou arc too squecm
ioh, old chap" quoth Lovell. "Old )'.ainwnring don 't knov you and fa 
any cas e i t' s Chris1ric.s ti.me and ' Toby Jug , ie with us. Ta.in't as if 
vo had brought ycur Uncl e Ned vi th us", "No, perhaps you are ri i;nt. 
Anywey, what's it matter . He' s more or l es s turn ed Unclo Ned down" 
'!'his l<BS the lna t call but ono, they , er a cl l due to end th e night ' s 
good work a t Uncle Ned• s. So tired lllld cold the party gave their best 
Rap. R,,p, Tbe Rev, ''l'oby Jug ' boot a rn t- tnt on tho :nassive dear 
knocker. •come in, coma in , Roctcr?" 'l'b:l old butle r wss soon opening 
tho door, "The master scys all of you come into tile hall, • Into tho 
IW.l trooped th e corry party of caroll ers . "Morry Chrisu:as, Squire" 
booced ''l'oby Jug ' , The Squire co:ie f orwnrd, "Ah. A larger party than 
lest year. Vho o:re your young fri ends? I scan to knov tho cops th eir 
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Newcomb<, l ooked alnmed, but 'Toby Jug' just introduced t hem as some 
of the Rookwood boys of his acqUllinten co, "l have two Roo1.-wood boys 
with mo now" sai d th o Squire . "One saved my gronc!-daughter•s life" 
Tho Rookwoeders stared, th en involuntarily loo ked at J.iimy Silver , For 
e cinu t o he looked puzz l ed , the n his keen cind oorted out th o puzz l o, 
He shook hi s head at hi s cilUJ:!S, "But Jimcy', i t ,ms you• s tarted 
Lovell, The Squire vas explLining to tho Rector, "Ono of these Rook
wood boys st aying dovn hero , friends of Clurl os aart1e •s son , f!Ot 
young 01iv e out of the Froro . Jolly fine eff ort . Perhap, you would 
like to meet them, • Ho cilled t r.rough th e door, ay ond out tr<>oped 
Puel o, Gower ord 13,irtlo, "llh,y, what the di cken s" oxclai.ited LoYell , 
"Those cads ! They caused th e trouble at the bridge . "Sh, S-n" J immy 
m:dged Lo'/Oll , "Easy ol d imn , lot things riJ!e , " he 1.hiaper ed, Sir 
Geort,e look ed fro1:1 one t c t he other, 'Toby Ju;;' l ool:ed puzzled , Tensi on 
was in t ho air ~ Just at that mommt there was a discreet colJ8h at 
Sir George ' s elbo v. "ile€ pardon, Sir" said the butler, "but the game
keepe r would like a word with you.• The Clllll came in , "Yes , Yes? '1ha t 
is it Jenks ?" He was growi.'lg testy, ".!leg pard on for in t err upting y011r 
party, sir , but l ooking roum the olnce where l!iss Olive got in the 
river , sir , l fo und this •ere cap." The young feller who pull ed her 
out ll!USt have los t it.• "Yes, by George , so he r.u.st , liere young 
Poel e , is tiiis your 03p?" Peele l ooked uneasy end struggled to gain 
his co:nposuro, "Yen , sir , that '~ mine" be i:.uttered . "Peel e , si r, did 
you sey Peele, sir? begen the gsr::ekooper. "But - but th e naoe in that 
t here cop oin I t Pee lo, s ir . You l ook fo r y011rself , sir" Sir George 
s t ared at the Rookwood cap end turned i t over. "JAM,S sr1vm• "VI.¥, 
what the bl aze&? What is the r eason fer this ? Your M.":e IS Pee le?" 
Lovell juc po<! forward. "Alri ght Jil!c.'iY, you cro ' t hide it ecy l ooger, 
This is Silver s ir, thi s fell ow here . He sav ed your littl e girl o."ld 
lost his ce:, in th o rush es ,• 

'l'hc guilty trio were slinking away, but at t he door tho voice of 
Sir George arrested th em, "Wait , Bartle ". They st ood alaroed , llith 
his am around Jimrey Sil w r ' s shoulders the old man looked ~t New
co:nbe, •4sten to -.hat l ha'le to say t o young Newcombe, :aartle , aro 
then carry the import of it to your fathar. • IL, turned t o the a:nazed 
Newcombe, "Tell Ned Newcombe that Charles Bartle won't have the old 
fnrm house at a:cy pric e , Neither will I sel l it to your Uncl e Ned, 
Instead, I make a gif t of it to the village of :'!"eresby , Your Uncle 
Ned o,m share with"" in the expense of rigging it out f or the village 
hall , And ttlmlc this lad far it all" end he squeezed Jim:\y 1e shoulders . 
The Rev. 'Toby Jug• wrong his free hand wi t.h glee md ther e was a 



~~~~~~~~~~~-2100-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

r inging cheer from th e vill agers, Lovell clapped Arthur Newcombe on 
t he shoulder. then ironed to do t he same to Muffin, But Tubby was 
away, happy dowstairs . 

"Vhat a Chris1lnas Eve," murmered J:lmy , "Migllt have been uruch 
di fferent had it not been for the carol singing ," said Raby, There 
were more caro l s , but none at Newcombe' s house , Uncle Ned and his 
wife were fetched over t o the Manor and what a night i t was. Jimmy 
Silver was the hero of the hour and Tubby Muffin , fat and full alr.ost 
to burst ing point snored awy in t he ki tc hen. 

The End, 

* * * * * * * 
L~'S BE CO~TFJJVERSIAL 

(In t l-is seri es , Eric FI\Y'le t ouches on certain matters of interest to 
students of t re Hmil ton P"~e::s. He i;iv:as his own vie,;s superf icially , 
If you will writ e to hin , expres si ng your opinions on the topics he 
di scusses t he \d l l sum.ari se 1·eadcrs 1 vitn:s in a future issue .) 

No. 28. WHAT'S I N A NA~~-? 

"I had lr.Ti~"i;:()!l a h:'f'.:it deal , al').d had gncrm qu·~te e~c1 c,tor;.ed 
to ad!ti.ring cy l'l..i.b.:-ir:..it).·::-,s in 1·:::.·:'.r:t, t h.i)l 0.1.<.;, ila:J, soon a.i~l' 1.v re
tum fro...-1 Canada, I f el l i.i1 wi.:~il h:u-tin Clif'ford. 

I had kno~ him yea;·s ocfo :·a ; si.."lCe when he had become a well - ,,) 
11:nown aut hor, I had a ::ieu,s, ,:".',:>< - a story founded upon some of my 
own schoolbo y experienc es - jus t cor.plete; and I detemined to show 
it to Clifford and ask his opini on. 

He good-natured l y consanted to read it . 
Thmhe said : ' By jove , old scout, this is t he stuf f!' 
' You like it? ' I ssked. 
' Like i t ! ' he repeated. 1lly deor chap, th ere ' s on1Y one man in 

exist ence whose stuff i3 bet te r t han this. • 
' I/hose s tuff is that? ' I asked, 
1Mine! I Said Martin, 
Many re ader s wiil recognize the above es a.'1 extrec t f!'<Xl "Some 

Reru.niscences" by Frank Ricl:ards, publish ed in t oo 1000th i ssue of the 
!!egnet. It is not cert ein , of course, the.t •'rank \/rote it - the 
Editors often t ook li berti es - but I think he did. The articl e con
t ains so much of the whimsical humour which we associate with Frenk, 

Surel y no ot her author ever we rked under so mmy pen-names as 
Ch,rles Rsmil too. Vas ttii s policy a i:listllko? 
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Almost certainly , i t was not a misU!ke, yet th e multiplicati on of 

nons-d e-pl\l[l e pr ovidod a puzzle for the perceptive read ers . As a lad , 
I had ll ttle doubt that th e best of th e stories in th e Companion Papers 
wer e coming fro m the same pen , yet, sometimes , I f elt i t beyord possib
lli ty that one "1llJl could write so much , For, beside t he ar..nzi:ng output 
<Nery year , there was th e r emarkable consis tency of Jli8h quality . 

Supposi.n;! all too aut hor ' s wrk boo. been publia'ied umor th e name 
of Charles Hamilt on. Should we not , alJ:lost surely , have been driven to 
tM concl usi on thnt cleve r "ghost" writer s were at work? 

'!\'O other writers of i.::i::lense output come t o mind - F.dgsr Wallace 
and Charles Garvic e. Gervice had a re putati on for roClSlltio tale s , but 
he E!l!J)loyed "ghost" writers whose indifferent "°rk ruined his reputation. 
Obviously, th e in come fro m rubbish, published under the name which he 
had created , was the main fac t or i:l Garvice •s estimatio n. F.dgsr 11.al1ace 
did not m:ploy "ghost s", but he clnirned out large nUlllbers of pot-
boil ers himself. 

The output of Charles Hamilton has been f ar, far grea t er than t hat 
of t hose tworit er s . True, Mr. Hamilton has writt en scor es of pot
boiler s , but they fade into insignif ic ance when p.'aced beside the many, 
many hundreds of grand stories made out stand ing by magnificm t character 
isation and corefully devised pl ot and counte i,-plo t . 

11Bl)l1ets of 1909 cont ain Gr eyfriars stories by Fr a;J< Richard s , plus 
advertisEl<ll<nt s of St. Jim's stories by Martin Clifford and ciroua 
sto r ies by Harry Dorrian . What' s in a name? These three aeries were 
all subtly diff er ent in style as well as in th eme. Ap:irt from t he fac t 
that charact ers from one se ri es wer e introduced into ano1her , wbich nigh t 
have been frieroly gestlu-es between co-operative auth ors , th ere was 
noth:iJ,.g ver/ tangible to connect th e,i. 

As I observed in "Hail and Farewell" , all th e wey dmm t he years 
ther e was a dif f ere nce in the present ation of St . Jim ' s and t ha t of 
Greyf riar s , characterisati on, and dial ogue were on different planes , with 
none superio r or inferio r t o t he other . Apart from one• s in 3t in ct and 
comon sense, th ere , as little to cause one to disb elieve that two 
authors i'iere at l{Ork . 

Thore was nothing incongruous in "Cedar Creek", by Martin Clif fo rd . 
This s eries was exactly the type we should expect fr om t he St . Jill ' s 
chronic l er - sometimes drBmati c , sometimes trui,orou.11, always expert . 
Often the pl ot s, the backchat, the whimsical comments were reproductions 
of t he St . Jim' s fr amework - en English writ er • s imagination of a 
Csnadian school , yet never less than enterteini.n;! . 

Messrs. Hamilton, Richard s , Clifford end Conquest could never 
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have llri ttm the Rio Kie. It t ook Ralph Redway to bring the Yild 
West to us, with a chann and glamour 1"1ich 1 1 at least , have never 
found in any other 'rlestern sto r ies . Apart from the excellence of the 
plo t construction of every yam, few read ers could fail to fW delight 
in th e Ralph Red.way' s musical prose, his lilting picturesque dialo gue , 
his impeccabl e atmosphere . 

Martin Clifford and Ralph Redway, for all their skill, could ,iever 
have llrittm those col ourful advmturo tales of Km King . That was 
Charles ifumilton 1s jo b - he was the past mo.ster of tho thrilling 
adventure. Lovers of scllool stories aro seldom keen on sdvm ture 
tales , and vice versa . That was ,my Charles , Frllllk, !'.'ll'tin and llalph 
all had their individu al canvases to paint . 

Certainly Owen Conquest wrote of the Bmbow, which dovetails 
neatly with t he style of Rookwood. Tmre was no r eason t o drubt . 
Tucky Toodles might well have ooen Tubby ;luffin ' s brotoo r. 

Conquest , the ron with th e magic t ouch , proficient , alweys vastly 
road3bl e - producing the cvorgroon Rookwood, the less memorabl e Benbow. 
How right everything was , in our d1"a.n world of yesterday . · 

And they were all too S81!le man. \lo have l ong known tho secre t 
of those halcyon years - and ws t of us , in our inner hearts , knew it 
all th e tioo . 

tr.oat • s :in a name? A good deal wen , even now, &!t or the aocret 
of 33 yoors is a sacret no longer, i t seer.:s t hat a false note is 
struck when we :road "Tom l!eny • s Triumph" - a story of St. Ji.c ' s by 
Frank Richards. 

llhat ' s in a n,,me? Uhen tho nomo is Frllllk Richards , it hru, th e 
SOt:e n.,gic qual ity of "Open Sesma" - the key to the joys and deli;!hts 
of t he past which liv o on for those of us who !Jave beon granted t ho 
wonder of approeia ti.on. 

It's just rny point of view! ll'nat •s yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL D:HO&'l 

No. 26. S(ME30!lY SAID (Scoond Spas,,) 

FRAJ,1[ RIC"dARDS writes: In vi ew of t ho c=ts of one of your 
corr es;,ondents in a rooent ' Controversial Echoos' concerning ' Billy 
Bunter ' s Own Annual 1 , read ers of the C .D. IJJlJif be interested tc know 
that th e issue :in qoostion sold 22,000 copies. In th eso days , wen 
Annuals ar e almost as thick as t he sands in the dese r t , this is very 
good going ." 
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DCll WEBS1'BR vri tcs: "I find it rath er difficult t o deal with the 

current Controversials , for they arc f our in nmbe r a'Jd varied . I agree 

Bunter • s vontri l oquisn is vcrry fB.l'-fetched, md that 1ho first cppoaz-. 

anco of a character in " series is usually t he most outstmiding in one I s 

cenory. Earl \IU S<Jn ' s ooi::ment is very tru e, for it is easy to 

cri tici. so , and Slch criticism is not lllvays coostructiv e, 
A good subject far a future Controversilll would be "Do ,-o derive 

o.:a !JUch mj oyment in rellding old boys ' books as we did in our youth?" 

JOI!!! TO!J.Ill3J !( vr1 tes : " I was in t erested to see you c,enti oo the 

Valentine Fox stori os of 'Puck', ,mich I very much mj oyed in ny very 

young days . Froo what I l'OOlember, they were very good st ories , and I 

hllve often wondered wJiy nobody ever oenti oned the m. Thank youl • 

J . 'i"JELIS writes: "I took 'Puck' for ""llY year s , end used to deli ght in 

' Val Fox - Ventriloquist , Detective '. I wonder who was the a,thor , 

· These stories were very light-hearted , Md f eatured Val Fox' s 

pets , Uncl e Pat , th e parrot, and lfilliam the oonkey. Ther o was en 

enthralling serial by (ao I right?) Dreycctt M. Dell , al l about the 

Aztecs . 
1Puclc1 finally lost i t s magic for oe when H. Foxwell ceased to 

be responsible for ' Angel md Her lops ', and other carto ons . • 

JOllll J1IK!S llri tes : ".As a cont ri butor to the A.P. publicati ons for over 

twent-1 years , I would like to vri ta in Slpport of Eric Fayne ' s st at ements 

:m the Hey C.D. on th o subject of t he defunc t papers and their oft 

debated ci.rculations . 
Two of the rost obvi ous and icportant r easons for the ld.lling of 

thc:ie j ournals was th e depleted canpowcr caused by mlist<lent in the 

forces md the rapidly approaching contro l of paper . The personn ol 

l of t bahind carried on with great difficul ty . The late Stanley Goooh, 

ono of tho l!lOst succ essful ed1 tors of A.P. comics , was h1nsolf a 
Special Constabl o in the Vest Eb! during t he war mid mmy others filled 

in with Civil Defence duti as, 
Afte r th e war, Sta.'lloy Gcoch_....;tol.d ne that had oonditi ons been 

nomal. , nooo of th e papers would have bem laid t o rest , for they ware 

llil 1peying th eir wey1 - oome l!IOre than others, of course , 
On the <111tter of re-publishing the l~ et end Gm , I like to 

think that if t ho hard - headed busines s mm who run th e A. P. th:iught 

there was n lik elihood of such PQPOrs I catching on I in 1959, thoy would 

soon be or~ publication . If such " thing ever """" to pas s , here 
is ono rende who would be willing to bey . 

Person ly , I don ' t think it is a fair arguoon t when soo.e 
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meraber s say t hat the A.P. should ' have a go ' 11'-Y><BY and see what happens. 
Tho produci.!lg of new papers involves tremendous labour and t he 

fantastic cos t of present t ime printing and di str ibuti on i s the ~ig;,--est 
dete rrm t of the lot . I for one, cannot see a."ly prospe ct of papers of 
tho cali bre of the Hagnet and Gem w er bei.,ig revived, ind i t looks as 
if we shall have to be satisfied with whatv eas ur es we have got .• 

* * * * * 
- THE "OID FAT l!A!l" IS BAC"!{ ON TE:.EVlSION -

On Sa turday , 13th June , it was a tre a t to see , after t oo pro
l onged an absence , too r eturn of Billy Bunter to B.B. C. Television 
in tha first of a new saries of plays by Fran.'< Richards . If t he 
subsequent itans in the se ri es ~.aintain tho high standard of th e first 
prod»::ti on , t his new series will be the very bes t that Fronk Richards 
has yet gi ven us in this mediun. 

"Bunter!! Bar gain ", t he opening play , was based on Fr ;.,;.!: Richard s ' 
r ecent schoo l novel of the ss,:,e llBDEl. Gerald Car.1pion, as always , 
oould sot oo bett ered as t ho "old fat m.:in " so much belove d cf countless 
generatio ns . He hod less to do t han usual , but he gave the fl e:wloss 
perf om.ance we have coce to expect of hiD. 

This new seri es , producod by David Goddard, giv es great promise 
because the Faoous Fi ve a:re so much C10re happily pros en t ed than ever 
befo re . In t he pest , we have , perha ps, overl ooked t he fact that 
t hese rol es , li t tle moro thin stooges to Bunter, are extrcne ly 
diff icult to porfonn naturally , ond ount need intense reh earsal . Thi s 
ti ce tr.era i s no sign of UOO.OI'-rehearsal, ind th o F.'.l<lous Fiv e cooo 
across with groat succoss . 

"Bob Cherry" i s now playod by Cavan Kmdall , a s inc ere and 
accomplished youngster who gave a oeraor abl e perfoman co in the r ecent 
T. V. serial "Li t tlo Men.• llh:lthar ho i s "tho Bob Cherry of our pipe 
dreams i s ima t eri al ; he roally acts, he delivers his lines pe~ 
factly, run in "Bunter ' s Bargnin" he al wost sto l e tho sho;., fr oo t.>io 
star . He c,ctua lly did stoe.l the leadership of tho Famous Fi ve fro ,:, 
"Harry Whorton" , a part restrainedly but quit e ooc,potently played by 
a good- l ooking l oo, Richurd Palmer. 

I shall be surpisod if we do not see t he "plum" li nes of t he 
forthcaaing serie s being given 1l:, Cavin Ke.'lda1l ' o"Bcb Cherry," and that 
worthy co:Ding CIOl'O to the fo ro on T. V. then over before . 

I have not a:ade Ui> rzy uind about "Kr . Quelch ", played by J olu1 
Voodnutt . At presen t I would sey t hat he worked hard, md was 
adequat e , though I am puzzl od as to why ;ir . Quelch should go for a walk 



attired as Sexton Bloke might nave been in 1909. He will probll bly 
inprove as t he series progresses , end I t hink he l<ill be bott er than 
Kynaston Reeves , whose pr es entat ion of Quelch always soei,od t o ce to 
bo t oo old and fluf fy fo r th o sharp =te r wit h the gir.J.et eyes . 

Congratula ti ons to Frank Richard s for a real winner , a.-id •••• 
welco cc bllclc to T. V., Billy B,mw r · • 

.. .. * * * 

QUIZZLE No, 8 

(Don \iebster grea tly onjoys cur 
Quizzl es , but says th ey ero too easy . 
ilc so lves t.'1em in 10 ninutc s. \:lo 
chnllong c Don to sol vc t r.is enc in 15 
clnutos . ) 

Tho l ett er s in th o n=b crod squ.:i.ro in 
t he lower gr id, w'..11 spell out one to 
whom H.xnil tonians owe so r.ruch. 

!,., \lherc on th e cap to look f or Grcy
friars . (5,4) 

D. Can Gertld Lcc!er contain his? 
obvi ously ! 

C. Tom NerrJ' s i s honest , Harry 
l/harton ' s is black , t he Rio Kid I s 
i s red . 
To li v~ with llbarton you would 
nocd n consonant . 
Purooso to find t he Curlew :ilatrcl. 
F . - Kongnroo, man fo r Lcrd Eantwocd . 
G. Jircy Sil ver plays it. 
H. /J. brunt on the he.'ld of Hu=. ,e 

Singh, so!:!.ct:i.L.es. 

J. I s Fisb,y bony? Below, per haps . 

I. Should Rnvcnapur Grongo have h:ld 
an X cert ifi ca te? 

K. He was once to o good fo r St. Jim' s . continued next pnge ••• 
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L. Do you ever hoor Co, ,.J.drcss Mr, ilackcr thus? Hardly! 
M, Pres ent "t Roll Call in 11:,ll , 
!! , Lat er I ac to bo useful in ooking a Greyfriors blaz er, 
o. Leaving t oo sands of Pegg.- (5,4) 
P. \lhnt hnvo you e~ t ne? A cor ked r.= , the oon behind th e scenes , 

twic o round t ho gl obe . 
4 * * 4 * 

l/r i t o on a poste r.rd th o ·,ords in t ho l ower gri d and t oo answer 
t o the Clue Down, 5/- for t ho f i rs t ccrroot soluti on rccoived by tho 
Edit or , 

RESULT OF Q\ITZZLE 110. 7: Sol uti on to Clu e Dmm - "Fine \lor k , llr . 
Ecil.tor" • P.idden word s :- "Hundred ond Fifty Not Out - Grand Scor e , " 
Fi rs t mREE correct sc l ut ions rocoi vod f ro::: R, J , God~ ve , :;5 lloodhouse . 
Ro!ld, Lcyt onsto no, E, 11; D. B. !lob~tor , 23 \les t POIY. Rood, Kew end 
J , \food, 328 St ockt on Lene, York , to eech of whoD 5/- h:is oom sent , 
Totnl pcints - London 30 point s , tforthcm 30 point s , Mer seys id e 10 
point s . 

Y.l.lfi'ED: Mngnet No, 799; S. O.Ls 60, 68. i,:1. GCl!ls 16, 37; Gems 279, 
359, 364, 433; BF. Librari es 1st serie s 237 King Cri cket, 334 J1mgl e 
Pntro l , 383 ..\fter Lights Out, 4'!7 l.dventure Creek. 
DR. RCBERT WILSO:I, 100 BROO·:FIELD RQ;J), GW.S:OII, ii , 1, 

.+IIUUlill lll !I I.UIUlllrUIIUI U U ,t,,t U l! ll1UIIIIAI .................. ***'** 

NELSON LEE COL UM~ 
By JI.CT. \IOOD, Nostn w, Stockton Lone, 

Yor k . 
Phone, 25795 
4 * * * * 

This month, by wcy 'lf a. weloooe change , we have another 
despa tch fr om St , Frmk 1 s ly our roving corr espcndent, JiJ:l Sutcli ff e ' s 
RandCJD Recoll ec tio ns will be conclud ed next month , so ovor now t o J;.r:, 
Cook, who vri t os: -

(From your r esid ent corre sponcU1t et St. Frank ' s Coll ege·, Bo~lto n. ) 

Now t hnt I hnve t ho oppo!'tuni ty once again t o t ell ;,ou of ..i1e t 
has been hnppming down her o r.~ St, Fronk' s , I roally do not know_ !'here 
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to bngin. The old school has seon some stirrin8 times ovor the 
years; it hns been threat ened with des tructi on on more t han one 
occas ion; it has been damaged, f irod end broken , but every time the 
old pile just stood there defying all, I suppose ii: will dofy Time 
i t self fo r the remiirl::aHe events which hns happened l1ore a few weeks 
afte r t he Christrnes vacation, makes me arrive at that observati on 
unres ervedly, 

J. period of quie t had se ttl ed in af t er th e r etum fro:n t he 
holiday , and excort for a poliomyelitis scare which originated in a 
ruoour put around by that worst of ell cads , Bernard Forrest , nothin8 
unusual had occurred t o disturb t.>,e schoolastic calm, That is nothin8 
wilich ;,right deserve 11 despe tch .... for among the everydiv event s her e 
there i s al ways something to record after the Fourth Fems has h!l'1 
its day , but sp!!CO would not permi t such detailed chronicles and so 
I must only s_ond you too major items , 

llell , th ere is a major ite.n of the first il,portonc e, Briefly , 
St. Frank's has been visited again by tho ,:rch-c~ook , Professo r Zin-
grave ! ;,nd in style ! Not only was .St, Frank ' s and everybody 
connected with it due for extinct i on, but eJ.so the rest of England !! 
Here at St. Fronk 1s """ the s t artin8 point for what w.'l t o be the 
final round , th e lost t hrow by Zin8r ave to take cont rol of the world! 
And it could only begin her e, at the cl d school , because Neloon Lee 
was here and tlelson Lee had f i rst to be eliminated ! How it ell bega.'1 
and the t err i bl e time suffered by th e boys of St, Frank's -.-ill be told 
separately , :iothin8 li.1<e it has been witnessed since t he upheaval 
br ought about by that Gel"lll!lll-A.'!lericen millionaire, 1:lilllam K. Smith , 
sone time ago , Then the school was threatened with extinction only 
cf ter the boys had fought against this f oreign invade r , But wit h t he 
coming of Pr ofosso r ZllJ8rave1 lleloon Lee de"'1!lds action stations at 
once, You will re m<lllber that .hen I re por ted the return t o St . 
Frank ' s of Dr. Stafford, I prophesied the old schoo l wuld see sc;oo 
startling events , How true t his wos you will see when you read my 
account of the Green Tria 'lgle ' s a,,:biti ous plan to rule the world l 

* * * 
I t is surprising bow soon one gets back t o normal llfto r hec tio 

events such as I have hinted . Hore we nro ·.nt h glorious s=er skies 
an! a promise of holidays and. once again St . Frenk ' s will be "shut up" 
for a tine , Lord Dorrimore hns been down wd spec ul ation i s rif e 
about a trip oonewhere in hi s favourite yacht , t., e 1:landerer. By th e 
way, I sti ll haven ' t seen the ya,:ht ! I missed i t in Africa , when i t 
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was lai d up in Leopoldville, and when Dorri e brought it safely out of 

tho Belgium Congo w,d sailod for &glWl d I wos invited on boGrd ,me.~ 

it docked at 'l'ilbury , I had ' flu at the title and missed tho oppor
tuni ty . Later , when I got w~ll , Dorrie had departed fo r South J.meric a . 

I believe ho has tried to visit once oore that El Dorado which they 

found Cl8l1Y clles up th e Al:lazon scoo tine ago . I remecber reading 
about that glorious adventure mid tho thrilling tioe th e boys had in 
thnt strongo city of th o whito giwits , I wonder if Dorri e in t ,mds 
maldng w,othor search f or thi s droarn city , Ho is convinced it is 
still there, and you know what Dorrie is like when ho gets thinking 

like that . 
* * * 

I havo t o report that !lipper and Co,, have f ai led ru.sornbly in 

their effort s to pay off thoso j"Pes put ever by th e girls of t.'10 Noor 
View School . As Reggio Pitt explained , you don't know how to ta.Ice 

girls , and so tho retaliation was postponod. llendforth ' s id oas to 

'hit be.ck' would have ~sultod in L18SS cxpulsions t 
I havo oontioned tho japes bcceusc several. others havo been 

reported to mo, llhen Dr. Stafford casual ly l ooked out of his window 
ono fine oorning he ves startlod to seo the body of a man by tho side 

of the shrubbery ! Apparently the can 11as dead , Qui to dead! For ho 

vos cinus his head ! It would have been al.right if Tubbs, tho page, 

had not seen it too, but Tubby would have to go and shout it out . 
Somo of th e beys had boon enrly ri ser s and aoong thee was lli ocl, Snipe. 

Consequently , i t was all over tho school in a natte r of seconds . Tho 

Her.d' s gsrd en beo&le tho focal point . It held th o entire crowd at St . 

Frcnk ' s! ! Moster:a, pupils a.~d docesties ! lcagino the result of 
N•loon Leo turning over the dead = and the body cl'UlJbling in his 
hands! It had been a skeleton covorod with old clothos t o r eso::ibl o 

o body ll!'ld placed in such ll wey 1x> look lil: o 11 murdered ""'-" ! ! Tho 
school vas buzzing f or o l ong tiJ:!e snd Mr. Crowoll di shod out line s 

by the hundreds , but wron I sa•, Nippor ho said it was still a cystc ry 

~ho had put th o thing in th o Head' s gn.rdcn. But the next dey brought 

fort h another myst ery . 
iln old cnr rod sociohow got i t solf on the roof of th e ..ncic nt 

House! Scor es of boys and their rosters l ookod nt it i11 bewilden::cnt 

fror. t.~e Trillllglo . It sewod on il!Ipossible feat w,d even Mr. Lee 
couldn ' t hazard O guess ll3 t o how t he job W(IS dOnO, It WCS ll VOJ'J old 

car , so vori • old that old Niles , th o cnrrior fra, th o village , declined 

it es a fre e gift ! In the end it was takan do-.n piece by :;,iaco a.-id 

removed to a rubbi~ du;,p. I would like lllon& vi th the rest of the 



school , to find out who were responsibl e fo r t hese j apes , but up to 
tho time of wri tin€ no evidooce h.'.!s turned up. The l-loor Vi ew gir l s 
nro ruled out as it was essen tially a man' s job . 

Over tea in Stmy C, we cmne to tho conclus i on it was th3 ;rork 
of tho Hon. Vellbo rn e & Co. , of the River House who would most 
li lw ly have suff i cient mo:iey fo r such a jcp~. So, Pitt, end Jeck 
Gr~y are going to cieko scne discreet enquiries f ror.::i. Brewster and Co. 

It ' s jus t l ike old ti:?les again at St . Frank ' s . How I wish yoo. 

mere all hero with me. 
(Hear, hear ! - J .P.'rl.) 

II IU I NUIM Ull li lf ltlU ll lllll:U NUl -~ ...... -lillfll ll l lOl.lllll ll l lll l l l Ulilil1" 

QL_Q_ __ BO_Y_'s BOOK CLUB 
LONrol SreTICN. A l ovely SU!ll!!ler day fo r our meeting at Excelsi or 
House , Surbit cn, and our hos t Eric Feyno, seeing to i t that we had 3 

very happy tit ,e . Fr ank Ley , our Chairman, welcomed our Herber t, Sam 
Thurbon, Cliff Lettey and llor ah Ruttierford fro m Bristol , ilaytlyn 
Salmon froc I pswich, Roy Parsons from Hant s end t he indef a ti gable 
Bill Lofts . 

Roger Jenkins mentioned that there are now over 850 books in 
the Rati lt onian section of the club li br ary . A new list of the books 
in th e Nelso n Lee secti on will be in all members hands early in July . 

Our Herbert th en addressed the meeting and stated how he had 
hap;,y c:el'lori es of the Surbi ton meeting of el even years ago when M 
met oost of us fo r the first tice. He spoke of the incre asL,ig 
circulation of t he "C .D." end shewed round a very good article from 
the Australien magazine "People " which had a fine photograph of our 
f riends of th e Gol den Hours Club. Then Les Rowley presented th o 
Greyfriars Cup t o me on behalf of the London Club . \le t hm went in 
to th e garden ood a "Garden Journey" game resulted i.'l . Eleanor Packrlan 
Roger Jenkins, Roy Parsons end Bob Bl ythe finishing 1 , 2 , 3, and 4. 
Tho "Snakes ond Ladders " quiz was won j oin tly by Roger Jc:okins and 
Rev. J olm Dockerty . For the two games the pri zei were drinking 
glnsses etched with famous Hamiltonian characters , needle ss to 98¥ 
the games and the glasses were Eri c ' s i dee . The study feas t was 
extra ; thanks t o Eric and the ladi es ·,as pr opose d by Don \lobs t er . 
Roy Parsens quiz was ""n by Bob l/hl te r with Len Pacl<man ond Don 
Webster secon:! • Roy, Herbert end Len won r ounds of th e Criss Cross 
quiz . Eli.!?linator quiz , key word Carne, ,·:as wn by Len Paclar.a."l 
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and Ben l/hiter and Don \lobste r third . A very happy mooting indeed and 
th e next installnmt will be at liuco ilouse , Lordsbip Lane, East Dulwich, 
London, S,E,2 2, on Surday, July 19th. Kindly l et host , Len Pa.ckmn, 
know if you will be present. UNCLE BEllJAMill, 

NORT!rnll! S!X:TIOll MEElrING1 JUNE 13t h , 1959, A beautiful mer 
evening brought along eighteen :iecbers to a truly mcuorable l!lElCting. 
Outside t ~.a sunlit parl< gladdened the eyo end all was happines s ,:ithin . 

for instanc e , one cf our mecl>er s had sent all his duplicate 
M~ets - bctwcon Nos. 26 and 1651 - for salv or exchal,go . A nobl e 
sight indeed . Talk about beesround a honeypot! 

Another thing "'1ich delayed c-ur stnrt wns t.'ie discussi on of the 
new Billy Bunt er series on T .V, , which OOC!e menecrs had seen befor e 
cc.ting along. Ai; l3Bt , however, at 7 .15 - tho Cl>.ain,,an cal l ed us to 
order, end tho c oeti:,g began. 

Secretary, Ronald Hodgson, gnve final detail s for the Cheste l'
field nee ting on June 28th , and Gerald Allison a.'lllO llllCcd a new postal 
ca:bor for the l ibrary - Jolm Farrar of Ha.li fa.x, 1010 i s a Ncloon Lee 
f an, llu.siness over, we h::ld four oore contributio:1s to ow, D.,sert 
Islnnd Books SYllJPOSiuI.1, Theso were as follcws :-
l!UJ. Ilil.linnson - The Vernon..S..rith feud se ri es; e vulll!:le of "The 
Boyd' s Reol ll" containing the serial "King Cricket " ; and vol ur.ie 4 of 
"T"oo Collector ' o Digest ", 
Ernest Whit ehead selected n Rookwood S.L.O.; "Toddy Lest er, Captain 
of Crick et• by John Finl,oooreend "Tho Vatcrlily Sorics . • 
J ae.'< Voud being told he could not coll tho co:,ploto s ot of t oo ll ,L,L, 
abock,s electcd "Teddy Lester ' s Schooldays" by J ohn Finne ,.:ore (og,u.n! ) 
"tllter Ps :,,ythc" by P ,G, \lodehouse a.'ld "Billy Bunter :.fl oat", 
Finally , Stnnloy &1th , whose chcico wllB, Holidey Annual 1928; llonster 
Library !lo. 8 and Talbot BafoeO Reed' s "Toe , Dick and Harry", 

Aft er rofreshi amt s , Gerry pr ovided o Cryptic :ford Quiz , which 
lasted t he r est of th e oocting. Broezo Bent l ey, who ir.cidcntally, 
now wants only 14 ;il&nets 1o couplo t o his set , wa.s the winner. 

!ierl oeeting , S ,rturd ,'\Y, July 11 ih. G. J.Ll.ISOII 

lIDlLAIID S!X:TIOII llESrING llEID 25th MAY, 1959, Ton r:,cr:,bors, plus a 
visitor fru ti London, tll>tcndod this , tho Annual General Meeting , whm 
a very sat i sfactory balance sheot WllB produced by our Trensurer, Duo 
to increosed cecbership , r.ostly, Nom,n was nbl o to announce th o best 
profi t since tho Club1s inc epti on. Progress with the Libr,uy was 
reported by B6ryl Russell end ogaill ntten tion VliB drawn to th e pre
pondersnce of Nolson Loe Librari es ve now possess and it was decided 
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to put up e number for sale, so will oembers pl ease note . I 1ras ablo 
to give also, a very comforting report on· tho Club ' s activities f or 
the pas t YOOi and which it vu.s r egretted, that wo hod to giV9 up 
tho Greyf~ Cup.'iil hod done well with th e T.V. Broadcast . Certain 
canocnts were made in r eferen ce to this T.Y. Broadcas t partic uler ly 
tro fact t."4t we were alluded to as the "Billy Bunter Club", a ti tl. e 
which th e Club, as a whol e , very 111UCh r osm t , 

O\ir progr,>.l!l!lle for the lest two or throe years show that wo 
touch on many other · wbjects than Frllllk Rich ards I fat schoolboy . 
Tho C:..sterfie ld re-union vi 1h our Nor th ern coar:ul.es vu.s an i.elport:,nt 
busin ess it em am while it was regretted t.>iet cart:u.n stalwnrt s of 
th o c lub hnd other ll!ld unavoidab l e com.Di ~ m ts for Juna 28th , most of 
the crow. who h,:d made tile journey lest ~ ,on:rs , gave t heir ruimes :,s 
corta:n starters. Uo are l ooking f orward to June 28th. 

The bportllnt ]>lll't of tho night • s progmr.100 w:is of course , to . 
elect tho offic ers for the year 195~. A popular oix>ice as 
Cluiiman md setting a preceden t for our own club, llnd I believo for 
t he other four also , vu.s Madge Corbett, Tom Porter es par th e r ul es 
of the Club, continuing as vice-<>hciman . There were no cu.tera t ions 
in the other officer s , N~mon continuing 38 Tr~'ll.1--uror, csyself as 
Socretary mid Beryl, Librcrian. 

Hert meeting will be Ju..,e 29th, the d'IY after we r eturn t= 
Chesterfiel d . HARRY BRCSTm - Secretary . 

Ml'RSEYSIDE SreTION MEETOO-7th JUNE. Another good atte.'ldanc o in 
spite of one or two stalwarts awcy on holiday . · Don tlebste r in trodc:ced 
several ioportant mattP.rs for ur gent discussi on, incl uding th o j oin t 
Midland-lforseyside suggestions for 1h1s year • s Gr e:,ofriars Cup 
Corr,potition . ll8re e:tent has e.L.10st bean r eached, end t.,e rJJ.es decided 
upon by th e two Cl ubs ldll soon be r eedy . 

Owing to th ~ abscn co of ono or two regulars , it 11o.s decided 
to postpon e t he t ~ e-recording of greetir.gs 1o our friends "dam 
unier'' until th e July oeeting , when we hope tha t thero will be a full 
ottendanc ~. It wc.s yot another buoper progr ru,oo, full of good t hinl!S, 
ond was even ooro hilarious than ever. Bill 11indsor, Pat Leffoy and 
the writer gave th eir choic e of si x coup:,nions on ::, des ert i s land, 
ard Pat, in re bel li ous mood, chose Ponsonby"' Sld.nner, Loder, R.'.lcke1 
Cutts am Gare-P earce, declaring fortilri ght]y that any ot hers wculd 
bore hin stiff ! Han! .l. classics quiz fol1 011ed, enti tl ed "Who Said 
Vho.t?" "'1ich pro ved rathe r toughe r then ,ms intezxled, though Dill 
Windso r did var ; well in winning , vith George Riley second om Jim 
Walsh t.'iird . 
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The debate, •t11at Latin in acbool.a ahould be abolimed" proTed 
a Nill ¥inner, and 1be arpente, f or and opinst, were an a VflrY high 
level :Indeed. 'Die result vaa in tares ti.Ilg - the moti on - re~ted 
~. a, n ere inf oming Mr, Quelch accordingly so that he ca, 
wittnrav hi8 ~an notice, 

Pat e11terteined us again vi th his very humour= · "Pot ~v..raioru," 
and t hen eadl IOO£!ber gave his ohoioe ot cne fictional character he 
vould have as guest at one of our meetings, Some of the choices were 
most urwsual, but what an entertaining ev.ning each and every one of 
then vculd provide! 

· For variety a,d high s;,iri to this meeting was absolute ly first
rate, and we l ook f orward to a s1r:dlar feast of f\m on Sunday, 5th 
July. §,30 p,m. F!WlK UllVIII 

ml! GOID!li BOORS CLUB, SY!J!Er. Our first winter ceeting was held on 
rrlday, June 12th at 6 p,m. at Cahill 1s Restaurant, Cast lereagh Street 
City. Tt>e locale for our get together m an excellent choice as the 
oenu vaa first-rate, service kept us well s.ipplied and the Round Table 
""" tail ored to oea.sure for our meeting, giving us comfort vi th 
privacy, 

S.tten!ance was lover than 92pected as t he st-range 1f lu epidemic 
is still ra..'-in8 in Sydney £lld several members were «ionfined to bed. 
'l'be Secretary read apol ogies trom Bill Hall and £rthur ere ..... v11an it 
is hoped will be veil enough to attend our July get together , 

A letter of groeting from Bill Hubbard in Kenya opmed th e 
meeting, foll owed by a, even l!IOre interesting then USWll. Newsl etter 
froa Herry Broster, Sa:16 treasures sent along by Don Vebster were of 
particular interest to the ardent llwiltonians, and there was some 
heated di~ussi on 88 to th o ... r1 ts of th e artiole an the hobby 
feetured'l.n the Juno issue of "People" - debete to be concluded at th e 
July .... ting. 

The rest of the ev<llling vss spmt in inf omsl tal k 1mtil the 
aeeting concluded at 8 p,r,, v1 th everyone wondering 88 usual just 
llhoro the ti.me had gone, 

..:.. 

B, PATE 

Secretary • 

............ .... • 
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